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the outpnt from the Ruhr, which for various reasons fell off during
the years immediately succeeding the War, amounted in 1929 to
124,000,000 tons as against 114,000,000 tons in 1913. In 1934-35
it averaged 94,000,000 tons or 70 per cent of the German output.
The chief iron and steel towns include Essen, Mulheim, Oberhausen,
Gelsenkirchen, Bochum, and Dortmund, all of which lie in the
country between the Ruhr and the Emscher, Diisseldorf, and
Dtusburg-Ruhrort situated in the valley of the Rhine, and Hambom
and ReckMnghausen in the more recently developed districts north
of the Emscher. Industries connected with the manufacture of iron
and steel goods are also carried on in these and other towns; south
of the coalfield, SoKngen is noted for cutlery, Remscheid for tools,
and Iserlohn and Altena for fine metal work.
The mineral wealth of other districts in and around the Rhine
Massif is not inconsiderable. To the west of the Rhine,r two
coalfields have been worked, one round Aachen and the other,
known as the Brilggen-Erkelenz, a little farther to the north. On
account of the depth at which the coal lies these fields are
expensive to work, and have not been developed to their full
extent. Aachen, however, has iron and steel works, and manu-
factures machinery. On the west of the Rhine, also, the con-
tinuation of the Rhenish-Westphalian coal-bearing area known
as the Crefeld field is as yet undeveloped, but its reserves are
believed to be considerable. Lignite is found in various places,
but the chief deposits lie in a low range of hills on the left bank of
the Rhine between Cologne and Bonn.1 The power stations built
during the years 1914-18 on the lignite quarries have provided the
iron and steel industry with a good source of electricity. Iron ore
(siderite) and manganese ore are obtained in the Siegerland, on the
north-^est slope of the Westerwald, and red hematite in the dis-
tricts drained by the Lahn and the Dill. The Siegerland mines are
only kept going by subsidies, and it is unlikely that any of these
districts will become commercially profitable, but all are main-
tained as an emergency reserve for the steel concerns of the Ruhr,
In the vicinity of the Ruhr coalfield there has also grown up an
important textile industry. For cotton-spinning this region occu-
pies the first place in Germany, and has nearly 40 per cent of all
1 The German output of lignite was 147,000,000 tons in 1935 as compared
with 87,000,000 tons in 191& Of that the Rhineland produced 45,000,000. "